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An ArrECTIoNATR 


LE T T E R, 


ADpDREss'D to the 


CLERGY 


A N D 
agg: of 3 


To the 55 5 E ES TS: 3 


Wherein ſome new Thoughts are 3 upon 
the Subject of the | 


EARTHQUAKES. 


The Whole including all that can be ſaid on 
them with Propriety, ſo as to bring the Sub- 
ject, agreeable to the Wiſhes of the Publick, 
to a fair Concluſion, 


L ON D, o N: 
Printed for C. Corbett, in Fleet-Sireet, 1750. 
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Otwithſtanding within theſe few Years, 

and lately in particular, hy the alarm- 
ing Earthquakes, we have had many awaken- 
ing Calls to Repentance, and a Reformation of 


Manners, yet nothing is more true, than that 


we ſtill continue in a State of n and In- 
ſenſibility to all theſe Admonitions. 9 

This is ſo viſible to all who are the leaſt 
converſant” in Life, that it cannot but moye 
Pity in ev compaſſionate Breaſt,” and make 
him wiſh, ſome Means, could poflibly be 


found to ſuppreſs. the, growing Evil, But 


while the Tempers and Bent of Men's Minds, 


are ſo indiſpoſed to all that is ſerious and wor- 


thy of their Attention, I am afraid that we may, 


lament, without being able to' remedy our, 
Condition. 

But if Men could be once ; brought to a Be⸗ 
lief of the awful Truths of Religion, with that 
Depth and Reality which the Importance of 
their Nature demands, I flatter niyſelf that a 

nſequence. 


As 1 Foundation fs which, I would af- 
— recommend it to you, Reverend 
Sirs, whoſe Province it is to enforce the Pre- 
cepts of our holy Religion, that each of you, 


in n ſeveral Stations, would preſent to your 


B reſpect- 


— * * 
— 
> 


Reformation would ſoon be the happy 


N \ ' 


N 
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reſpective Flocks in your own Lives, ſuch live- | 


ly Examples of Charity, Purity, Moderation, 
and Self-Denial, towards the Things of this 
Life, as would not only plainly evince that 
you yourſelves firmly believe the great Truths 
of that Religion which your Duty obliges you 
to imprefs upon the Minds of others ; but that 
likewiſe by Opening to the World theſe indiſ- 
putable Credentials, demonſtrate you are no 
other Sons, nor Succeſſors, than genuine ones 
of the great Apoſtles. 

Experience, Gentlemen, teaches us, that 


Mien are more govern'd by Example than by 


Precept. For which Reaſon, it is incumbent 


upon all whom Providence has placed in ſupe- 


rior Stations of Life, to ſet before others the 
moſt ſtriking Examples of Virtue. But this 
is in a particular Manner the Province of the 
Clergy, and with you, Gentlemen, it would 
carry the moſt prevailing Influence, and let me 
add, till ſuch Time as you are burning and 
fhining Lights to Mankind, neither your wri- 
ting in Defence of Religion, nor your Preach- 
ing, nor any other Inſtructions whatever (tho 
all of them neceſſary, and not without their 
Share of Merit) will anſwer the Purpoſe 
of bringing about a thorough Reformation. 
I do not mean to urge the Neceſſity of a 
good Example to you and the Great alone ; 
no, I think it equally incumbent upon all De- 
nominations of Men, becauſe it is preciſely 


the one Thing needful. But this, as tis a 
wah | _ common, 


5 
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common, ſo I am afraid it will ſtill continue 
to be a neglected Precept, and for this very 
Reaſon, becauſe it is common; tho indeed 
upon that Account every Thing that is valua- 


ble in Life might be deſpis'd, as being liable to 


the ſame Objection. | 


This Leſſon of Inſtruction, by Example, in 


all Chriſtian Virtues, is ſtill the more neceſſary 
in you at this Time; eſpecially if there is any 
Truth in that too general Complaint of a ſecu- 
lar Spirit having diffuſed itſelf thro' many of 
your Order, beyond what was ever heard of 
in the Days of our Anceſtors. | 
And as the Times make it neceſſary to ſearch 
our Wounds to the Bottom, ſo I beg Leave to 


ſpeak a little to another Point, wherein the 


Cauſe of Chriſtianity ſeems to me to be af- 
fected. I mean in regard to your literary 


_ Controverſies. In theſe Diſputes ſome of your 


Order have not behaved with that Candour and 


Moderation which the common Laws of De- 


cency, not to mention Chriſtianity, requires. 
This unbecoming Behaviour has been toonoto- 
rious to have eſcaped any one who haslook'd into 
your Writings of late. And what makes this 
ent ſtill the more unpardonable, is, that 
this Spirit of Reſentment and Aſperity, has 
chiefly prevailed in a Diſpute, where there 
was not the Shadow of a Reaſon for any Ani- 
moſities having the leaſt Exiſtence. I mean 
upon the Subject of the Fall. And that be- 


cauſe the whole Nature of that important E- 


B 2 vent 
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(6] 
vent is in great Meaſure a Matter of 
atleaſt to thoſe Writers to whom I allude, 
it may be averr'd have not penetrated into it 
with'that juſt Diſcernment as to give any great 
Matter of Satisfaction to a curious Enquirer. 
If this be true, what Ground is there for Con- 
tention, when one Man's Conjectures are as va- 
luable as another's, or rather both alike inſigni- 
ficant ? as might eaſily be made appear was it 
conſiſtent with the intended Brevity of this 
For the future, tis greatly to be wiſh'd that 
all Controverſy among you may be regulated by 
good Manners, if not by brotherly Love and 
ChriſtianCharity, and that Truth may bethe only 
Point in View, For while each Party loſes Pur- 
ſuit of it, in ſtriving for Victory and Popularity, 
and Facts as well as Hiſtory are ranſack d and 
tortured for thoſe Purpoſes, it cannot but give 
every By-Stander an unfavourable Idea of that 
Religion, when thoſe who are its Champions 
are actuated by ſuch unchriſtian Principles | 
Il! T ſhall further beg Leave to mention another 
Particular which had like to have eſcaped my 
Notice, though it will be highly neceffary ta 
enlarge a little upon it. It is that unequal Di-. 
ſtribution or rather monopolizing of Livings, 
which has been ſo long a Matter of Grievance 
and Complaint to every one, excepting thoſe 
who ave reaped the immediate Benefit or 
them. This, it is true, is an Evil that cannot 
be perfectly remedied but by the Interpoſition 
of the Legiſlature. 1 | 
ut 
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But as chere are many Gentlemen of Genius 
ol Worth at this Time greatly diſtreſſed in 
themſelves and Families by this unequal Di. 
ſtribution, it would be extremely becoming 
in you to level all Matters of Complaint on 
this Head as far as lays in your Power. 
What a fine Opportunity, Gentlemen, have 
thoſe of your Order of diſplaying their Genero- 
and eſs, (not to mention the Decency 
and Dignity of ſuch a Behaviour) who are poi- 
ſeſſed of Deaneries at one Place, of Prebenda- 
ries at another, and Rectories at a third, &c, 
and perhaps neither reſide, nor officiate at any 
one of theſe Places themſelves, above once or 
twice a Year, I ſay what a fine ni 
have they (in Imitation of the — — 
edneſs of the Age we live in, which, notwith- 
ſtanding all its Vices, it ſo juſtly ſtands celebra- 
ted for) of contributing to the Relief of their 
diſtreſſed Brethren, who are perhaps now 
13 the indiſcreet, though well-meant 
Intentions of their Parents, for having had the 
Fondneſs of bringing them up Men of Letters, 
when the Times are ſo illiberal, that there is 
not perhaps a more certain Method can be 
taken for a * Main s getting himſelf baniſhed in- 
to Obſcurity, (with the Allowance of a ſmall 
Pittance) than that of his n eee, ſuch 
2 valuable Stock of Accompliſhments, as in 
better Times would certainly have entitled him 


to the Patronage of the Great, as well as the 
Love and Eſteem of Mankind. 


But 
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But in Truth in theſe Dregs of Times, our 
pleaſant Great, of all Denominations, manifeſt 
much the ſame Tenderneſs for Merit and ſu- 
perior Talents, as Night-Birds do for Sun- 
ſhine, where in both the Splendor it is that 
ſcares. No wonder then to ſee, that even the 
Bounty which Vanity or Intereſt may ſome- 
times extort from them, takes a Tincture of 
the worthleſs Principles from which it is de- 
rived, 
Thus by a new Refinement on the old Go- 
thic Diſeſteem for Wit and Learning, our 
mock-Mecænaſes have found out the Secret of 
debaſing, under the Colour of rewarding Me- 
rit; ſo that a total Neglect (and how little is 
there wanting towards it?) would be leſs in- 
famous and illiberal. | 
In an Addreſs of this Nature, it would be 
unpardonable in me, did I not, Gentlemen, 
expreſs my Surprize at our modern fine Ser- 
mons. How void are they of that Chriſtian 
Spirit, which ought always to breathe through- 
out thoſe Compoſitions that are deliver'd from 
the Pulpit to, Chriſtian Congregations ? Per- 
haps this Remiſneſs of yours, is intended as a 
Piece of Complaiſance to the vitiated Taſte of 
the Age we live. in ; however, be that as it 
will, I am ſure moſt of them contain ſuch a 
dull unanimating Syſtem of Morality, that one 
would be apt to believe, that ſome of the Sages 
of Antiquity had ſtarted up among us to be 
our Teachers, in the Place of thoſe who m 

learn' 


19 j 

leatmd their Doctrines from the nfiriatre 
Maſter ' of 1/-ael. But as I have the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing the true Spirit of Chriſtianity begin to 
revive again among a few of your Order; I 
hope thro' their Means it will widely ſpread 
its heavenly Influence, ſo I ſhall not enlare 
farther on this Head, 

Thus, Gentlemen, I have laid before you 
' what I apprehended was highly expedient, and 
with that open yet decent Freedom which the 
Nature of Truth ever demands. Happy I 
ſhould think myſelf, if this Mite of mine 
contributed 1 in any Degree to the public Good. 

I ſhall now turn my Pen more immediately 
to the Service of my worthy Brethren 'the 
Laity. In reſpect to you who have a full Aſſu- 
rance of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
it is ſtill neceſſary to remind you of the Obli- 
gations you are under to the religious Ob- 
ſervance of it. The great Misfortune is, that 
moſt Men generally. make it a Matter of Specu- 
lation rather than Practice. Hence it is that 
we ſee ſo many pay a ſtrict Regard to the Ex- 
ternals of Religion, who are ' utterly deficient 
in the moſt momentous Parts of their Duty. 
Jo ſtrike at the Root of this Evil, it is neceſ- 
 fary to inſiſt that nothing is, or can ever be a 
Part of Religion, but what enters into and pro- 


ceeds from the Heart. When it fo operates 


on us that all our Words, Thoughts, and 
Actions are influenced by it, then, and then 
alone, will the-World and ourſelves be truly 

benefited 
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benefited by it. For when the Soul * 
tincturrd with Religion, it will be 1 

ble that we ſhould do otherwiſe than 
that . reverential Awe and Regard to pum 
preme Being, which is due — Creatures to 
their great Creator, or indeed neglect the Per- 
formance of any of thoſe Duties of Life, which: 
we are obliged to obſerve as Individuals, or 
— mid to Society. But on Sup- 
poſition that Men in general were in earneſt 
in the Practice of Religion, yet that wiſh'd-for 
Perfection of moral Behaviour can never ſpread 
its Influence ſo widely as every good Man 
withes, 'till ſuch Time as thoſe Gentlemen 
who have contributed ſo abundantly to the 
corrupting Mankind by their Writings in fa- 
vour of Infidelity, are made ſenſible of their 
Guilt, and defiſt ſupporting a Cauſe ſo un- 
juſtifiable. The remaining Part of this Let- 
— ſhall be to prevail on them to drop 
the dangerous Cauſe they are engaged in. For 
which Purpoſe, it ſhall not be ſo immediately 
my Deſign to enter into a Refutation of the Prin- 
ciples, by which they ſupport it, as to point 
out to them their fatal Conſequences, together 
with ſhewing them the ſuperior Excellency of 
the Chriſtian Religion, this I apprehend being 
2 Method of 3 the moſt deciſive. 
Now I would beg Leave, Gentlemen, to ob- 
ſerve, that you ſhould never deſtroy one Build- 
ing till you are capable of erecting another in 
n chat i at leaſt equal to it 


in 


Tad] 
in Goodneſs and Beauty. But I think nona 


of you ever pretended. to this, as indeed 
it 8 impoſſible, ſince the Chriſtian Religion 
entirely comprehends and exalts your ideal 
Scheme of Morality, which you would at 
the beſt only ſubſtitute in the Room there- 
of, but without the | Sanctions of Re» 
wards and Puniſhments, which __ * 
bly neceſſary to operate u 0 
Mankind. W 
But here I cannot help taking Notice, that 
it is greatly to be ſuſpected, whether ever you 
— have had ſo compleat a Syſtem of Mo- 
rality to have 2 to the World, as is 
now exiſting, had you not been furniſh'd with 
it by thoſe very inſpired Writers, whom you 
make it your Buſineſs ſo much to depreciate. 
What favours this Suſpicion greatly is, the 
imperfect Syſtems which we have had con- 
vey d down to us from the Antients; Men, 
whom we cannot but modeſtly ſuppoſe were 
endued with natural Capacities at leaſt equal to 
us Moderns ; yet it is notoriouſly evident, that 
they were greatly deficient in many Points of 
the moſt intereſting Concern, They had nei- 
ther that juſt, nor honourable Conception of 
the ſupreme.Being which the Moderns have, 
They were likewiſe utterly at a Loſs in ac- 
counting for the Introduction of natural and 
moral Evil into the World, To extricate 
themſelves from this Labyrinth, they maine 


2 tained 


i 
| 
= 


tainty in reſpect to the Immortalit 


has been extolled upon 
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tained there were two ſelf-exiſtent i | 
; the one the Author of Good, and the 


Beings 
other of Evil. They were in no leſs Uncer-. 


ty of the 
had no 


Soul; as well they might, fince 
Conception of its —. a Ray of the Divinity, 
made in the Image of the Holy Trinity. © . 
This Darkneſs, with which they were ſur- 
ound in Reſpect to Futurity, was evidently 
the Reaſon of their abſurdly inſiſting, that a 
good Man could never be miferable, or a wick- 
ed Man happy in this Life. This was a Doc- 


trine that contradicted the common * 
of Mankind: Yet, as they were by their un- 
aſſiſted Reaſon incapable of taking in the whole 
Extent of Man's Exiſtence with any Degree of 
Certainty, there is no Wonder of their running 
into theſe ſelf-evident Contradictions. 

If we take a calm Survey of their practical 
Behaviour in Life, we ſhall obſerve, it bears an 
exact Conformity to their intellectual Obſcu- 
rity ; altho I am not inſenſible how highly it 
Occaſions, to ſerve 


particulat ] Ends, rather than the Cauſe of Truth. 
Indeed it muſt be acknowledged, that there 


appears a ſhining Dignity and Grandeur in their 


t, which Antiquity, by. the bye, 
does not a little contribute to ma | 

notwithſtanding all this Parade of — — it 
cannot eſcape the judicious Eye, that all is eva- 


FR away in A 5 when examined 
to 


- * 
* % 
# 
* * * 
* 


to the Bottom. Did not a Savageneſs attend 


this Greatneſs of theirs, if it muſt be celebrated 
by that Name, in all their Actions? This was 
not confined to one anather in their unwar- 
rantable Animoſities, but extended itſelf to their 
open and generous Enemies. How did they in- 
ſult and trample upon thoſe whom they ſub- 
dued by the Force of Arms ? Upon theſe Oc- 
caſions the Laws of Humanity were ſo violated, 
that the bare Remembrance ſhocks all who 
have any Feelings left for the unfortunate 
Brave, 

I have dwelt the longer upon this Point, be- 
cauſe of its Importance. Now I would beg 
Leave to obſerve, if this is a fair Repreſenta- 
tion of Men and Facts as they once exiſted, as 
I am perſuaded it is; who can diſown, that 
the Natures of theſe brave Men wanted to be 
ſoftened and ſubdued by the meek and forgiving. - 
Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, to make 
their Characters finiſhed and completely amia- 
ble? 

Now after what has been faid, whoever 
makes the Compariſon between any of theſe 
Heroes of Antiquity, and a Man that is made 
great by the Precepts of Chriſtianity, if he does 
not acknowledge that Perfection of Character 
is greatly in Favour of the latter, he muſt be 
blind to all Manner of Conviction. And this 
ſurely is ſufficient to convince any Man (who 
is not rivetted to his own falfe Notions) of the 

C 2 ineſti- 
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meſtimable Bleſſings we reap from the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation. 

And if Men could but once be prevailed on 
to read over the Scriptures with a Mind open 
to Conviction, I am perſwaded they could not 
reſiſt the Force of their Doctrines. Indeed they 
carry with them a ſtronger Conviction in their 
own Behalf, than all human Volumes can poſ- 
ſibly give them : And he that will not be per- 
ſwaded of their Divinity from reading them, 
juſt as they ſtand in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments, I am very much afraid will never be 
prevailed on to embrace them from any Argu- 
ments that human Writers can poſſibly make 
Uſe of in their Behalf. They only want Diſ- 
ciples of well-diſpos'd Minds to pour in upon 
them all their engaging Beauties. At: 115 

To inſtance, what Lover of Truth can help 
acknowledging the Marks of Divinity in our 
bleſſed Saviour's Sermons on the Mount ? How 
adapted are they to the State of Human Nature? 
How would Man be lifted up above the low 
Concerns of this Life, if theſe divine Precepts 
were deeply engraven in his Heart? How great 


is the Happineſs which is promiſed to thoſe 
who obſerve them ? And how admirably are 
all of them fitted to ſubdue the Wrath of our 
fallen Natures, and to raiſe up in the Place 
„Hu- 


thereof the lambent Flames of Meekneſs 
ality and Love? 


Theſe 


[ "5 5 
Theſe Diſcourſes of our bleſſed Saviour I 
have pointed to! in particular, becauſe of their 
ſingular Excellency : Not but what there is 
throughout the whole ſacred Writings, Doc- 
trines of ſuch Purity and Perfection, as plainly 
infer their Heavenly Extraction. 

If we take a View of theſe Writings in re- 
gard to their Sublimity as well as Doctrines, 
they equally demand our utmoſt Attention. 
For whoever reads them with any Diſcernment 
muſt needs confeſs, that there are numberleſs 
Paſſages which _ filled with —— ſublime 
Conceptions, no human ſitions 
could ever approach to their Height of Per- 
fection : They equally conquer the Head, and 
te the Heart; and are a ſtanding Monu- | 
ment, that it is to ſomething elſe, than to a fine- 
neſs of Underſtanding, that their Enemies with- 
ſtand the Conviction which they in a manner 
force in upon them. 

But this is a Truth which the Advocates for 
Infidelity want greatly to be reminded of ; that 
it is poſſible for a Man to poſſeſs a very en- 
lightened Underſtanding, and yet his Heart 
may be an utter Stranger to Goodneſs. Now, 
Gentlemen, you ſeem to be ignorant, or at leaſt 
overlook this juſt Diſtinction, or elſe how could 
you place the Perfection of Man upon the Ex- 

cellency of his Underſtanding, when it evi- 


dently ought to be given. to the I of his 
Heart? 
But 


£36] 


But where is the Wonder that you, Gentle- 
men, have ſuch — — the Gol pel Diſ- 
penſation? It u Neceſſity of —ͤ— 
our Self- love, Self-ſufficiency and Self-eſteem ; 
and. it is your Province to cheriſh a boundleſs 
Ambition, and high Conceptions of your own 
Worth and Importance. You would ſhine in 
the Characters of great Scholars, Hiſtorians, 
Stateſmen and ———— and reſt the 
Summit of your Glory upon theſe admired 
Characters, which the Voice of P ity ſo 
ſpeaks in Praiſe of. But the Pen- 
men, who have penetrated more deeply into 
the Nature of Man, makes his higheſt Ex- 
cellency to conſiſt in the moſt abſolute Re- 
nunciation of ourſelves, in Acts of Humi- 
liation, Meekneſs and - Reſignation to the 
Divine Will. Where then is the Surprize, 
that Men whoſe Minds are bent upon the 
above towering Enterprizes, ſhould look down 
with ſuch Pity and Contempt on theſe . 
Virtues ? 
But however, envi Gianna are ſo zea- 
lous in propaga ng your Doctrines, one would 
naturally believe that the World at leaſt ſhould 
reap — — ag xa Labours; if not in 
Theory, yet in that of Practice: And yet if 
we will attend to what common Experience 
informs us in this Particular (which one 
ſhould think would be perfectly deciſive) no- 
thing is more certain, that the Doctrines 
bi which 


* 4 
which you ſpread, have been productive of 
the moſt fatal Effects. For in the firſt Place, 
the Principles which Men have fixed in their 
Minds for their religious Conduct in Life, are 
— en and Men are led by 

an eafy Tranfition, from doubting to the Diſ- 
belief of all Religion. And the woful Ex- 
perience of all Ages, is ſufficient to convince 
us of the dreadful} Confequences of Mens 
þaving no Barriers of Reſtraint laid upon them, 
„ - 6m e, Paſſions moms thor 


With reſpect bet whoſe tender Minds 
cannot be ſi bee cap capable of 3 your 
empty and ts, it is too 
notoribus that it cannot be yr than- 
attended with the ' moſt - e 


The * Gaiety of Tenper which is na- 
tural to that Time of Life, requires that they 
ſhould have ſuch Precepts inſtilled into their 
youthful Minds, as would keep them within 
the juſt Boundaries of Virtue: Whereas by 
the looſe Principles with which your Writings : 
- abound, they poiſon their unexperienced 
Minds, and they thereby -beeome to 
all the Rocks and Quickſands of Life; and if 


not providentially preſerved, are too . often 
daſhed to Pieces againſt them, before they can 
be capable of 1 2 2 Eſtimate * hu- 


And 


man Life.” -» 


(18] | 
And what adds greatly to this Misfortune 
is this, that your pernicious Principles are not 
catched up by thoſe who may be eſteemed the 
Lumber and Refuſe of the Species; thoſe who 
are hackney'd in e Ways of the World, or 
by Youths of incurious and heavy Genius s; 
but preciſely by thoſe of the fineſt Underſtand- 
ings, and often the honeſteſt Hearts, Theſe 
are they who are made Victims to your de- 
ſtructive Principles. Youths who would be 
not only the real Ornaments of human Na- 
ture, but would exalt it to the utmoſt Digni- 
ty, when grown-up to Manhood. 
. , Whereas by the ruinous Principles infuſed 
into their tender Minds by your Writings, they 
are too often run into every Exceſs and Extra- 
vagance, which follows from Incorrectneſs of 
Life, before their Eyes were open to the Gulph 
that ftood before them. They are then, as a 
Conſequence of their Follies, ſubjected to the 
Mercy and Dependance of their Relations and 
Friends; which Experience but too often 
teaches us, is the very worſt ſort of Depen- 
dance in the World: Or otherwiſe, left ex- 
poſed to the Contempt and Inſults of a cold 
and mercileſs World; who, inſtead of pitying 
their Downfal, perhaps ſecretly rejoice in 
ſeeing them degr; beneath themſelves ; 
who, if they not been thus ſeduced, 
would have been ſo much their Superiors in 
every Thing that is dignifying of human Na- 
ture. 


% 


You, 
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You, 0. . are fo ſenſible. that is 


natural Conſequence of your Doctrines, that 
with. reſpect to your own Children, to 
er of you cannot but have a tender Re- 


ro you are generally CR, that they 
ould be brought up m Principles quite 


is » more con than a thouſand Ar- 
guments, that you do not yourſelves be- 
kee chat your Doctrines tend to the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind : For if you did, ſurely 
ed wen 9 train your Children up to copy 
Wn Precepts, and your own Examples 


l able ng here, by the by, that 
m vLord Rocheſter declared: upon his dying Bed; 
chat Hobbes's e had been the Ruin of 
him, and many other young Gentlemen in 
his Days; and it would be a leſs difficult than 


ungrateful Taſk to point out young Geatle- 
2 in ours, who have met with the ſame 


ppy Fate by the Writings in Support 

of Lala ty; which are ſo nearly a-kin to 
Wal of Hobbes. 

Upon this important Subject one might 

reaſonably expect, that the e of the 

greateſt Men that our own Country ever pro- 


duced; would carry a prevailing Influence, 
eſpecially with you, who value yourſelves 
ſo much upon the Fineneſs of your Un- 
D derſtand- 


is a true Repreſentation of Factz, and the > — 


8 to your own. Now to me this 
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Jecllapdiais gs. I am certain had you, fuch 
Men to. boaſt of, as Supporters of your 
Cauſe, as the Advocates for Chriſtianity 
have for theirs, you would make it a Matter 
of no ſmall Triumph. There. is no 'Occa- 
fion to mention the Names of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed Men, every one knows them. How- 
ever, it cannot be ſuppoſed they wanted ei- 
ther Capacity or Inclination to examine Mat- 
ters to the Bottom without Prejudice or 
Partiality ; and yet upon the ſtricteſt Exami- 
nation, they unanimouſly reject your deiſti- 
cal Scheme, and declare themſelves in Fa- 
vour of the Religion of their Country, not 
only by their Writings but Examples. 
| Aoclbes Argument of no ſmall Weight I 
would ſuggeſt, to ſhew the Weakneſs of your 
Cauſe is this; that when you are attacked 
with Sickneſs, or approach towards the 
Verge of Life, and Things are preſented in 
the moſt awful Manner. to your Minds ; 

you then begin to be ſenſible how unable 
our Doctrines are to ſuſtain you in thoſe 
important Moments; you then ſee it in- 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to fly to a Saviour, to 
make cven your moſt apparent Virtues have 
the Appearance of Virtue, before him who is 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity. 
Tho I am ſenſible, to evade the Force of 
this Argument there are not a few of you, 


- that endeavour to palliate this puſillanimous 
Be- 
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Behaviour, by attributing this quick Tranſition. 
to an Imagination diſturbed by the Nature of 
the Diſorder with which they may be afflicted. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that. this may be. 
ſometimes, tho I thinK rarely the Caſe. I am 
afraid it is too often made uſe of without any 
Manner of Foundation in Truth, merely as a 
ia to ſupport a defenceleſs Cauſe. Chubb. 
was ſo ſenſible of this, and yet 
bad Infidelity ſo deeply ingrafteddl in his 
Nature, that ſometime before he died (as 1 
am informed) he openly declared himſelf a 
Proof, againſt all Conviction whatever, by in- 
timating, that if he ſhould happen to change 
his religious Sentiments in his laſt Moments, 
. he would not have them to be of any | 
Wee | in favour of Chriſtianity. © . 

I am far from having ſo contemptible 
inion of any Body of Men, as to conceive 
them capable of acting conftiouſly with a 
deliberate and ſteady Intention to debaſe the 
Morals, and. diſturb the Happineſs of Society; 
yet, I can eaſily believe that Men may be 
actuated by a Spirit of Popularity, to do 
many Things which they are ſenſible they 
ought not to, do; and whether this is not 
the Motive by which ou are actuated, I 
would ſubmit to the ublic Determina- 

tion. 
A generous Emulatiun of nhl and 
a Pete of appearing to Aan in the 
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Eye of the Public, 1 am fenfible is 'idt on- 
hz agg in ieſelf, put is alſo a flrong 
ncentive to the moſt . amiable Actions; 
but 2 it be obſerved, that We oupht 
F 


| Kiffinguilh'd, to do Actions which are 
in n ene oct prejudicial to the cotrimon 


Intereſt of Society. 
But ſuppoſing, for Ar 


gumerit-Sake, mat 
your Scheme would * oblige Men to 
a ſtrict Obſervance of the ſeveral Puties of 
Life ; this would indeed anſwer our Iſitetitions 
here, but muſt we not extend our 'Defires 
7 nobler Purpoſes and Proſpects than any. 
this World can afford ? Muſt we not 
ale Puuh into our Account? If this 
muſt be done, it may with Truth be impar- 
tially pronounced, that Men may practiſe all 
the ſocial Duticg, and go thro "Life with Digne 
and Applauſe, and yet at the Bottom al 
have proceeded from <arthly — Bit. 
it well deſerves Obſervation, that Ts. 
can ever reach Heaven, but What partal 
9 the Nature of Heaven; ſo here then the 
Religion of Natural Reaſon, "which has a na- 
tural Tendency to fix out Minds upon tlie 
poor Concerns of this Life, fails you, arid 
that in an Affair of the moſt interbiting 
and im t Nature. But the Religion 
of the Goſpel, on tlie contrary, teaches us 
in all our Thouglits upd Neben to have | 
Heaven 
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Heaven in our View; Bi Wi 

VER tenet oak Ch 2 
have been in Life, let us have done ever ſo 
many Exploſts in the C of Streiten 
or Philoſophers or Divines, yet 
23 ene 
ceeded from a Spirit derived from Heaven. 


Baut n al 1 Have urged i 
Behalf of the Goſpel, 1 ſtill expect that 
you will 6tje& that it natrows the Way 
of Salvation; abd if it was the one true 
Religion, it muſt needs be as extenſive. as 
human Nature 121 = that every Individual 
of the human 8 bir de hade f P 
taker of its Ben teas it is evident 
ou fay, that Chriſt A n e : 
uman Nature upon him till ſome thou- 
ſands of Years after the Fall, and if fo, what 
Benefit could thoſe reqp from him. who 
were born before his Appeatance, any more 
than thoſe who have Kh Lora 00s OR but 
never heard of his Name. oo I 
to be one of the i 
which you have ur 5 5 the Chi. 
ſtian Relig ion; N when examined 
into, is 93 worthy of the leaſt Regard, ſince it 
has no Exiſtction but in your own Iniagina- 
tions, For your great Miſtake lays in your 
not fully comprehending the Nature of 
Chriſt's Redemption. For no ſooner did 
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Adam by bis Fall loſe that Li and Spirit 
of Heaven in his Soul, in whic his being an 
Image of the Divinity conſiſted ; but Chriſt 


immediately enter'd as a ſecond Creator, or a 
Seed of Lite, 115 the human Nature again; 
(this is fully lignify'd by the Conſolation 
ven to Adam, that the Seed of the Woman 
Foals bruiſe the Serpent's Head) by which 
he became the Saviour of Adam, and all 
Mankind; ſo that you ſee there is nothin 
of Narrowneſs in the Chriſtian Religion which 
have objected againſt it; it takes every 
Fama n Creaur oy the Arms of its Mercy, 
V2 cheriſhing the ' Growth 
of NOS Seed 2 or the 1% ht and Spirit 
of Heaven in his Soul, will moſt aſſuredly 
be made a Partaker of Chriſt's Salvation. But 
without doing this ; it will be impoſſible. 
For conſider this eaſy Similitude, before 
there can be a Poſſibility for your being an 
Inhabitant of this World, the Light and Spi- 
rit of this World muſt de incorporated with 
your Body; ſo, in like Manner, before you 
can be an Inhabitant of Heaven, the Light 
and Spirit of Heaven muſt be united to 
your“ Soul, Vou may think it romantic to talk 
about the Light and Spirit of Heaven ; but be 
aflur'd, if theſe was not a Light and 927 5 of 
Heaven, there could be no Light and Spirit 
this World, for this is only an Out-Birth o 
the other; the one always | exiſts in ent 


being 


DAMN 
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being the glorious Manifeſtation of che T 
une-God ; and the other is only brought into 
a temporary State of Exiften ce; for nothing 
could ever have any Exiſtence here, but 
No one can reaſonably deny this, unleſs fe 
can make it appear, that Something can” be 
produced out of Nothing; and tho this is 
the vulgar received Opinion, I think it is 
too abſurd to be ſwallow'd by Men of your 
Depth of Penetration. e 


I expect, according to the modern deri- 
five Way of determining what is not un- 
derſtood, you will condemn this Doctrine 
at once as enthuſiaſtic or chimerical; but 
then your Condemnation of it will ſhew, 
how utterly unacquainted you are with the 
Operations of Nature, or rather the God of 
Nature, and thereby manifeſt that our Phi- 
loſophy is at as low an Ebb as our modern 
Divinity. For God acts with an unvaried Uni- 
formity throughout all his Kingdoms, and 
nothing can poffibly live, or have its Exi- 
ſtence in any, without its firſt having the 
Light and Spirit of that Kingdom within it 
in which it dwells. Temporal Beings muſt 
have the Light and Spirit of temporary Na- 
ture in them, and eternal Beings the Light 
and Spirit of Eternity. ß. 
Here then, my Friends, your Doctrine of 
Natural Religion or Reaſon, is tore up by*the 


| 8 is the 
Life, the Light, and Siet al ect, and 
2 him every human Creature muſt be 
And this he is i deſirous of doing; 
For this he came — — thereby 
manifeſting. to us, that he is the Love, the 
Swe and compaſſionate Goodneſs of the 
himſclf, who became Man, ſo that Man 
have Power to become the Sons of God. 
A ou, who haue been ſo long rebellious 
to his will yet fall =_ before 
. in deep Humility acknowledging your, 
own Vileneſs and Nod „looking up to 
bim in Faith and Love, be will fill be your 
Length, 


Saviour and dear Redeemer. 
It would lead me into too great a 
was I to enter into an Illuſtration of all the 
great Truths of our Religion, However, if 
yau are defirous of ſeeing what a firm Foun- 


dation are. u and our own 
a * fred upon, 8 


J * 


TH 
Doctrines daſhed to Pieces, as well as the 
above Syſtem, of Spirituality fully opened to 
ou, I would wat to you or that 
Purpoſe a, Book called, _— 


An Appeal to all that hub or Gelen he 
Truths 25 foe YO, Region, whether, 
they be . 


Deiſts, e . or Nominal 
- Chriſtians, 


* 
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Wherein if you are actuated by a Linde: 1 
Truth, I am perſwaded, you will meet with 
Reaſons ſufficient to make you renounce your 
own Doctrines; tho' I flatter myſelf, you are 
already in ſome Degree convinced how much 
* are your own, and the Enemies of Man- 

ind in ſpreading them abroad, at the Riſk 
of your own Salvation. 

For your own Sakes, and for the tA 
of Society, let me then: Gentlemen, for the fu- 


ture entreat you, that you would rid yourſelves 


of theſe pernicious Principles, and be more a- 


fraid of harbouring ſueh Enemies in your Boſoms, 


on you would a Viper: 'For * of a 
E vene 


9 Witian Law, M. A. 5 
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Bodies, as theſe Doctrines are to your Souls, 
tho you are now perhaps inſenſible of the In- 
jury they do you, becauſe of your being ſur- 
rounded with Darkneſs, by wilfully rejecting 
glorious Light of the Goſpel. 

y, that he who is the Author of every 
and perfect Gift, may illuminate your 
inds, and that you may be guided by his 
Holy Spirit to reverence and embrace the 
faving Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt. 

When this is accompliſhed in you, and 
thoſe who believe already in our holy Reli- 
gion, act ſuitable to that Conviction, then ſhall 
we ſee ourſelves 's proſperous and happy 
People; and tho' Plagues, Tempeſts and 
takes ſhould then happen, we need 
not be afraid ; nay, 2 if Nature herſelf was 
going to a general Diſſolution. 

I cannot conclude, without expreſſing no 
leſs my Concern than Surprize, that while I 
am Writing this Letter, the Papers give a me- 


 labcholy Account, of Numbers of People 


having meanly deſerted their Dwellings, out 
of an imaginary Fear of another Earthquake ; 
— — not only the utmoſt Cre- 
dulity, but likewiſe a Diſtruſt of the Goodneſs 
of that Providence, who pervades the whole 
Univerſe, and whoſe tender Mercies (as well 
as impartial Juſtice) are extended to all his 
Creatures. | 


But 


r * 
ve * * . = . 
; . , * 
2 * * L . 
2 


is, to find thoſe * ſuperior Stations of 4 3 
betraying this irreligious Diſtruſt; when their 1 
Country, the Advantages of Education, and 4 
above all, the Bounty and Goodneſs of God 
towards them in particular, mutually concur | +2 
be Dignity and For t, which implies the | © 
— Logue iy and Fortitude of Mind. I _ 
am, with the warmeſt Wiſhes for your pre. 
ſent and eternal Happineſs, N 


WM.. 


Reverend Sirs and Gentlemen, 


Your moſt afteftionate Friend, 


; I - And humble Servant, 
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